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The Ohio Department of Development awarded the City of Newark a $250,000. 

Comprehensive Housing Improvement Program Grant (CHIP).  Mayor Bob 

Diebold commented that, ñNewark received the full amount of funding requested 

in a very competitive grant review by the State. The dollars will help sustain af-

fordable and safe housing in the community.ò  

 The funding will permit the City to conduct full house rehabilitation on a mini-

mum of six owner occupied homes. Three of the houses will be in a targeted ten 

block area of east Newark.  

The funding cycle began in October. 

The City of Newark and Park National Bank have partnered to create a citywide 

Small Business Loan Guarantee Program for small, for-profit businesses located 

in Newark, Ohio. In order to make loans more readily available, the City will 

use funding to offer loan guarantees on various types of business loans provided 

by Park National Bank. Applicants are not limited in the type of projects to 

which the loans may be applied.  

The program is intended to encourage economic development through the estab-

lishment of new businesses and growth of existing businesses. Loan proposals 

with a positive effect on job creation and retention, the abatement of building 

deterioration, and service to low-moderate income individuals will be viewed 

most favorably by the City.  

The loan guarantees offered by the City of Newark shall range between $1,000 

and $5,000. The loan guarantee shall cover a maximum of 25% of the loan pro-

vided by Park National Bank. For the purposes of this program, the loans offered 

shall range between $4,000 and $50,000.  



New Building Inspector Joins Housing Team 

HUD Monitors City CDBG Program 
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The Columbus Office of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development conducted a three day 

monitoring of the Newark Community Development Block Grant Programs. The purpose of the visit was 

to determine if the City has appropriate procedures in place for compliance with Federal requirements.  

Cheryl Andrews, Community Planning and Development Representative, conducted a thorough review of 

the overall CDBG management systems, the CDBG-R activities, and the Cityôs subrecipient manage-

ment.  

In a July 25th letter, Jorgelle R. Lawson, Director of the Office of Planning and Development, stated, ñWe 

are pleased to report there were no Findings or Concerns noted during our onsite visit.ò   Furthermore, 

Ms. Lawson noted that, ñThe review determined that the city has staff members who are knowledgeable 

with all of the CDBG compliance areas, substantiating that the overall management systems in place are 

satisfactory without any recommended corrective action being noted.ò 

Nate Strauch joined the Department of Development as a Building Inspector/Lead Risk Assessor. 

As part of the housing team, Nate will utilize his skills to implement the HUD Lead Grant.   

Prior to joining the City, Nate worked for the Southgate Corporation, OCV Paramelt-Spherion, 

and The Paul Construction Company. He is a 2002 graduate of Ohio University with a Bachelor 

of Science degree in Industrial Technology. 

Nate joins the rest of the housing team which includes Greg Ketter, Fred Nance, Vivian Gluzinski, 

Melissa Seville, and George Carter. 



Newark Demolition Tears Down Housing Horrors 
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The City of Newark in partnership with the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC) will utilize 

$120,000 to demolish between eight to twelve dilapidated homes. The federal funds are part of the State of 

Ohioôs Neighborhood Stabilization Program, known as NSP 2.   

 

Mayor Bob Diebold announced that MORPC awarded Newark the funds because the City was prepared  to 

implement the demolitions immediately. ñWe had a list of targeted properties that were just waiting for the 

wrecking ball. The neighborhood eyesores are safety hazards. There is a huge need and limited financial re-

sources. Thatôs why the ability of the City to partner with MORPC is a win-win situation for everyone. 

 

MORPC brought the money to the table, Property Maintenance identified the properties, and the Department 

of Development coordinated the  logistics of the operation. That is what I call teamwork in action, a strate-

gy  that benefits residents, neighborhoods and the community at large. It is a great example of sound plan-

ning and collaboration that will benefit Newark for many years to come.ò 

 

The property locations for demolition are located on South First, South Third, South Fifth, North, East 

Main, Jefferson Street, W. Holiday, and Buena Vista. The cost for the demolitions will dictate how many 

properties will be available for clearance. 

 

The City demolition contracts were finalized by the end of September. Once the properties are demolished, 

future maintenance will be the responsibility of the property owner. 



Downtown Form Based Zoning Moving Forward 

Newark Interested in New State Economic Initiative 
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Stu Moynihan, Economic Development Coordinator, submitted a request for technical assistance through 

the Brownfield Action Plan Pilot Program. The State of Ohio recently launched a new initiative designed 

to assist communities in the expedited development and implementation of an area wide Brownfield Ac-

tion Plan. Newark seeks to focus its request in the area identified as the Union Street corridor. 

The pilot project targets clusters of multiple brownfield sites in neighborhoods, corridors, districts, or 

blocks. The project is in two phases, the first being technical assistance in the form of helping a commu-

nity create a Brownfield Action Plan. The second phase can result in a community receiving up to 

$50,000 to implement the plan. 

Legislation was presented at the October 31st Economic Development Council Committee meeting. The 

City expects to receive notification from the State prior to the end of the year. 

 

The form based code project is progressing smoothly. Itôs purpose is to implement ap-

propriate zoning standards in downtown Newark. The standards will ensure high quality 

development and preserve the historic character of existing buildings. 

 

Throughout the spring, summer, and fall, DoD staff was hard at work in the field 

measuring every building and street in downtown Newark 

Now that we have collected and compiled all of this data, it is being mapped and 

converted into design metrics 

Using the design characteristics of our existing buildings and streets, standards are 

currently being developed that will guide new development 

In the month of November, DoD staff will be presenting the existing street and build-

ing characteristics as well as proposed design standards to City Council and various 

downtown stakeholder groups. Opportunities for general public participation and 

comments will also be coming soon. 



Department of Development Project Progress 
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Downtown Bike Trail Connector 

 

Work on the portion of the path through the YMCA property began in November and is nearly 

complete. The on-street portion of the project will also begin this fall and will be completed in 

the spring. 

 

Various Sidewalk Projects 

 

Several sidewalk projects funded by CDBG are currently out to bid and will begin construction 

in November. The projects include: 

S Morris St from Monroe St to E Main St 

N 5th St and W Church St in front of Terrace Garden Apartments 

S 2nd St between Market and Canal streets 

All of these sidewalk projects will be completed by mid-December 

 

Safe Routes to School 

 

ODOT approved Newarkôs School Travel Plan for the four schools in our SRTS program: 

Hillview & Legend Elementary Schools and Heritage & Wilson Middle Schools 

We have identified several infrastructure projects for the neighborhoods around each school to 

make walking and biking conditions safer 

The Community-Wide SRTS Team met in mid-October to begin work on the grant application 

for funding to build the recommended infrastructure projects 

The grant application is due in January and we will be asking ODOT for $500,000 to build pro-

jects and up to $100,000 to develop programs to make walking and biking safer 

Key projects at each school include: 

Heritage Middle School: sidewalk installation along Arlington Avenue 

Hillview Elementary School: multi-use path along Horns Hill Road 

Legend Elementary School: pedestrian and bike bridge over the diversion ditch 

Wilson Middle School: intersection improvements at the W Church St/S 21st St intersection 

 

For additional information or comments, contact Aaron Schill, Assistant Director/City 

Planner at 740-670-7547 or email :aschill@newarkohio.net 



DEMO CLEARS THE WAY FOR OPPORTUNITY 
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Will Hansen, Code Enforcement Coordina-

tor, executed the Neighborhood Stabiliza-

tion Program  2 demolitions on Curtis and 

North Avenues, Jefferson, W. Holliday, 

Buena Vista, East Main, and South Fifth 

Streets.  



Page 7 Volume 1, Issue 3 


